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There’s a common saying that “if something’s too good to be true, it probably
is.”I'm here to tell you that the Junior Classical League (JCL) is the exception to
that.

Are you interested in conjugating verbs? Declining nouns? Maybe. Maybe not.
Well, what about launching catapults and watching (for the daring, even par-
ticipating in) mock gladiatorial combat? Or spending a weekend on the Cape
with friends and fellow JCLers? Or competing in 50+ contests at State and Na-
tional Conventions and winning ribbons and medals? Now that sounds cool.
In short, JCL has something for everyone. There’s a reason why BLSJCL is the
largest club at BLS and the largest JCL chapter in the universe! If you like art,
there are over twenty different art contests you can compete in at the State
Convention. If you like athletics, there are all sorts of track events and group
sports that you can participate in. If you enjoy writing or performing, there are
plenty of oratory and writing contests. This year we are implementing many
new community service and publicity events. And of course, if you're proud to
be a Latin nerd there are so many academic tests that you can take at conven-
tion, as well as Certamen, an extremely fun Latin quiz bowl contest.

JCL, though, is much more than just all the different competitions and events
that it hosts. We're a family. A family with all kinds of awesome people from the
fanatic spirit enthusiasts, who like screaming out Latin cheers at the top of their
lungs, to lovers of community service, to the hardcore Certamen players. Now
in my fifth year as a JCLer, | can tell you without doubt that the JCLers I've met
from all across the nation have been the funniest, quirkiest, most dedicated,
and most supportive people I've ever known. Some of my fondest memories
and closest friendships have been made at JCL events.

So | welcome you, prospective member, to join us. Ludi incipiant. Let the
games, the excitement, and the memories that you'll cherish for the rest of
your life begin.
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STATE CONVENTION States Certamen

The bus arrives to its destination and the air is fresh as snow on the ground waiting to be
melted by the approaching summer heat. | get off as soon as the bus opened its door with
a swing and with a loud resonating “shhh” of sleep deprivation and anticipation. | enter | remember wulklng into States with my game face
this building with Ihe. acoustics of a lounge |n.(unudu. We, however, are not in Funudu. We, on, I‘eﬂdy for the competition. [ also mighT have been
BLSJCL, are at Sturbridge Hotel, our first ever in such a venue for state convention. | settle
into my hotel with my roomies (shout out to Jonathan Yuan (111), Joshua Lomasney (I11), (IUITG unnoyed, con5|der|ng | had to come to States
and Nestoras Apodiakos (111).) I rush to finish my art projects without

any hesitation before starting to register for all the events | plan to — T Iu're, due to a band UL but we can move
compete in. The line is dreadful and seeing the confused faces of el : » N ; on from that. | was very excited to plﬂy in
people makes the feeling of the hotel more questionable. After s 3 ' ¢ J=2v : . . . _
getting all the registration out of the way, | take the liberty to | - 4 i f A - b FL compemlve Certamen in the interme
wander around since nothing of importance is going on. i Ce : S ! = , o L y\ diate division. | met up with my team,
Then without warning, | am stampeded by a crowd going into % - - e 0
the auditorium. | know that GA (General Assembly) is starting. | _ ; ! & and we got ready o crush the competl
hastily grab a seat and see other schools come in slowly but ' & ; J7 ' _ : e — tion!

certainly. We see the MASSJCL board members in their prime, : I # ' A .

ready to make a heck of a convention. After GA, academic testing - . . _ 5 ! OUI' prellmmury I'OUIIdS went f(lll'ly We"' OUI'
happens in the auditorium, with people lining up hoping to secretly £ iixied ) 3 - o - e B \_/ - team worked reuIIy well together, and we all
start the test before anyone else. With academic testing finished, | g Tdd ~gh ' ) y 3 .
leave the auditorium, to search for new friends and reunite with old = . AL 4 b h N i s : : worked our hardest to get L 1) questlons
ones. Fellowship is next and we meet as a school. Before long, we T 57 i ; DY R el ~ o Pt ¥ - 1 GeioP A0S WE could. We got 1st seat, and made our
have to return to our hotel rooms. Day One is complete. /] N € ' e ! .

I rose out of bed and up again for another long day. Olympika . g » WA _ . e F 4y S B- 4 /! way into finals. The final was o very
was happening first, and | got right to it. Breakfast was nicely ; =2, o t, - _ : 'y BT 7 e : N/ e exciting round. Even 1h0Ugh we had
served in a buffet style. Being filled with bacon and tater tots, | 8 { : ey N B - . .

proceeded on with the day (mostly wandering but still observing : y N ' oo A8 3 e ; i fo write on curdbourd, | en|oyed the
others). | did compete in Certamen as o wild card, finishing up for some * A A o A ' : A |y . ; V3 ey Oz U gt round we pluyed against AMSA and RISII'Ig
fun. Then | proceeded to Open Certamen with great results as well. . R, A 5SS 1 & .4 . = ' ' b S : : :

GA arrives again with fun skits (ILLUMINATIIN). Afterwards more events B il ¥ 4 > £3) A S - Tide. In the end' we came out victorious, and
happened, with much entertainment and our first day of spirit!!l With that, TR N N ._ () : { v‘j 4 _ AR\ % got first place in the intermediate division! |

it was free time and everyone’s favorite talent show, That's ) : 5 .
Entertainment!!! Drawing near the end of Day Two, we had our voting : | WY 12 | “4 a ) . A - . remember feelmg i/ excited for coming out
fellowship. The last day started with compefitive Certamen finals and AN TR A NN~ . W/ 4 Y .‘.\ W‘ »a 0n fop, but also for the intense preparation
awards being announced. Of course what is states without NS TSR P . B 7 A > - - . | .
chariots, worm race, and a SECOND spirit day? BLS, after the : - - et / e |~ ST § . o o for competltlon at Nationals! All in 0",

states Certamen was a great experi-

chariots, worm race, and spirit, assembled itself in the ballroom A ‘ ) = 5 ‘0 —_\ | j
LY ence!

of the hotel for a final GA, with tears mixed with cheers. Heartfelt

farewells and new beginnings arose from the plethora of emotions. e

Then, the announcements for school awards began. Finally with the veryg b _ . : :
words being said as, “First Place overall...is...BOSTON LATIN SCHOOLI™ [t = = : N . L 3 | g T o S\ YRS \

was marvelous, but | felt an aching feeling. State Convention was over. We = . b - o . : R 0\ A O UL Y -Jon(ﬂhﬂn YU(II] (I I I)
all backed up onto the bus. | leaned over the window, seeing the lake and the view of the 1Y o s [T ; *

Sturbridge hotel getting more and more faint as the seconds, then minutes, passed by. It

was my second convention, and it has ended.

-Ting Wei Li (111)
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In a room not nearly as cluttered
with pig paraphernalia as it is today,
projected on the whiteboard by a hip
young latin teacher named Magistra Moguel,
were photos of smiling teenagers standing at the top
of a hill next to giant catapults, as if that were a remotely
normal thing to see in the 2010s. | soon learned that in the Junior
Classical League, the idea of firing off ancient war machines was a
relatively normal one, and it was the event known as “Kick-off” that began a
new year full of classical activities such as toga parades and chariot racing. At this
point, my only thought was, “Sign me up!”

Five years and five Kick-offs later, | became one of those smiling teens at the top of
the hill, the ones who got to pull the cord that releases the sheer power

held in the ancient design of a roman catapult, and hear the giant lever cut through
the air as it flings its contents impressive distances ahead. Let me tell you, that feel-
ing is exhilarating!

In addition to that, this year’s Kick-off allowed me to feel a sense of pride walking my
little brother around the campus of Mt. Greylock Regional Highschool for the first

time, sharing memories of Kick-off in the past, and telling him about all the activities
he can participate in, hoping that he will make experiences of his own long after my
final Kick-off next year.

Lastly, through smiling for countless pictures, activities like pumpkin
painting, and of course the anticipated bus ride to and from the
event, Kick-off 2015 gave me countless opportunities to
have fun and be myself with the people | love most!

-Emily Parla (II)
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CERTAMEN

States:
Novice: 1st
Intermediate: 1st
Advanced: 1st

Nationals (MAJCL):
Novice: 3rd
Intermediate: 5th
Advanced: 8th

¢ PAINTING

Yale:
Novice: 3rd
Intermediate: 2nd
Advanced: 1st
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i Advanced Team (BLS 2) Wins
Intermediate Team at States

Yale

BLSJCLers onthe Novice Nationals Team Advanced Team at States
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Fishin clothes, while acommonplace sight in the nautically nonsensical world of SpongeBob SquarePants,
is actually an image that dates back two millennia. We owe the creation of this idea to the Roman author,
Gaius Valerius Catullus (84-54 BC). Although Catullus is well known for his risqué humor, his ribaldry is lim-
ited to only a handful of poems, and his obscenities to even fewer. In reality, Catullus was a great contribu-
tor to the Roman literary canon and was so astute to the qualities of good writing that many of his poems
are, in fact, about writing. One such poem is Catullus 95, a short poem praising the brilliance of Catullus’
friend Cinna, who had recently published a great book that had taken him 9 years to write. For you Shake-
spearean scholars, this is the same Cinna who was mistakenly and tragically killed by the mob in Julius
Caesar. Both Cinna and Catullus were Neoterics, an exclusive class of 1st century BC Roman poets who cre-
ated a new, revolutionary form of poetry built on their values of succinctness, cleverness, and subtle wit.
In the process of exalting Cinna, he lambastes another writer named Volusius, an historian poet, whose
writing is so dull and long-winded that Catullus deems it cacata charta, or papyrus expelled as excrement,
in Catullus 36. Wonderful image. And there are several amusingly alliterative translations to match Catul-
lus’own alliterative scatological phrase, cacata charta. (Use your imagination.) Catullus considers Volusius
to be the worst of all poets and his Annales to be his worst work. Volusius’ vile volumes of verbal vomit
verify Volusius as virtually a villain, voluntarily verbose, whose voluble, vacuous, valueless verses evoke
the vociferous, vituperative, volcanic vitriol of Catullus via virtuous valediction to Volusius’ voice. It defies
everything Catullus stands for because it is unsophisticated, boring, and longwinded.

So what does this have to do with clothed fish? Well, Volusius’ Annales is such trash that it doesn't live on
in literary history, it is not preserved, and it not read beyond Volusius' city. Undlike Cinna’s work that will
travel to new lands, Volusius’' will be thrown out and die in the nearby river, where it will be used as “tunics”
for the fish that swim by. Volusius’ writing is so worthless that the fish will cloth themselves in it, since it
was so readily dumped into the river. And this image highlights another interpretation of Catullus’ cacata
charta phrase: that papyrus itself was not expelled, but is instead used to wipe oneself and then thrown
as waste into the river along with actual feces. Volusius’ work is toilet paper. Now you may be thinking that
the Romans didn't use toilet paper, and for you Roman culture buffs, you're probably thinking the toilet
paper reference is impossible because the Romans used the xylospongium, a sponge attached to a stick,
to wipe themselves. But fear not, excavations have revealed that sometimes, in the absence of a xylospon-
gium, pieces of cloth and even shredded papyrus were, in fact, used in lieu of the sponge! And so, it would
be accurate to follow either interpretation of cacata charta, but the second clearly complements the fishes’
tunics better.

Volusius is the not the only one to suffer Catullus’wrath. Arrius adds so many h’s to his words (called “rough
breathing,” an attempt to sound Greek) that he strengthens the winds and causes tidal waves. Sestius, an
orator, writes such dull and frigid speeches that he gave Catullus a cold. But Volusius is the only one to be
diagnosed with such an extreme case of logorrhea that Catullus’ prognosis for his work is a swift death on
a river embankment. In retrospect, we should thank Volusius for writing his Annales. Without this work of
vomited words poured over papyrus expelled as excrement, we would never have been graced with the
clothed fish image. We can credit Rome with so much - architecture, engineering, language, and govern-
ment - the foundation of Western civilization. But now we can add a new bullet to the list of contributions:
the ancient forerunner of the entire modern day cult of anthropomorphic fish in clothes led by Sponge-
Bob.

-Daniel Sherman (1)

TROY

She bowed her head

In pious fervor,

Surrendered to her wretched gift,
Cupped her ears

To whispered warnings.

To which they did not listen.

One day, the whispers stopped.
Under Night’s shroud
The infection spread.

Fields full of dust.
The night twinkled,
Lit by crimson flame.

Sword and shield met

With a bitter resonance

That echoed the unheard cries
For an end.

And those who held

their palms to their ears,
blocking the deafening silence,
Embarked on a quest,

Left those ruins,

If only

To hear those whispers once again.

-Christina Yee, (Il)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Classics Day- 12/3/15
BLA Cerfamen-TBA
Board Meefing- 12/10/15
Bake Sale- 12/16/15

12717715

BLS Cerfamen- 2/6/15

e Roman deity thaf haftes Aeneas
Take the first lefter of the Roman hero that defeafed the Aequi in 16 days
Take fthe last letter of the ferm for a Roman excercise room
Take the 4th lefter of the Lafin verb from which “gist” is derived
Take the 3rd lefter of the Roman emperor who was also a stoic philosopher
Take the first lefter of Boston's Motto
Take the first lefter of the Roman author who supposedly died from a love potion

Take the 2nd fo last lefter of the river god that fries to drown Achilles in the Trojan war

Unscramble the lefters to find out the name
of a mythological herol




